
Rounding 

 
Any number can be considered in terms of how many units, tens, 

hundreds ... it contains. 

For example 11 and 1345: 
 

... Thousands Hundreds Tens Units ... 

   1 1  

 1 3 4 5  

 
Sometimes it is necessary to round a number to a certain degree, 

often to the nearest ten, hundred, thousand,  

or to some number of significant figure or decimal place. 

 

Rule:  

Look at the number to the right of the one you are interested in, 

Round up if it is 5 or above 

 

 

e.g 1835  to the nearest 10 =  1840        

 1835 to the nearest 100 =  1800 

 1835 to the nearest 1000 =  2000 

 

 627.5 to the nearest whole number = 628 

 627.5 to the nearest 100   = 600 

 

 8.653 to 1 decimal place (d.p)  = 8.7 

 8.653 to 2 decimal place    = 8.65 

 

 41.36 to 1 significant figure   = 40 

 41.36 to 2 significant figures   = 41 

 41.36  to 3 significant figures  = 41.4 



Exercise 

 

1. Round each of the following numbers to the nearest 10. 

   

 (a) 26  (b) 856  (c) 492  (d)  75 

 (e) 561  (f) 1242  (g) 565  (h)  798 

  

 

2. Round each of the following numbers to the nearest whole 

number. 

   

 (a) 57.4  (b) 8.61  (c) 6.199  (d)  14.57 

 (e) 28.91  (f) 341.8  (g) 123.0  (h)  9.099 

  

 

3. Round each of the following numbers to 1 – decimal place. 

 (one number after the point) 

 

 (a) 26.32  (b) 8.48  (c) 34.71  (d)  2.64 

 (e) 14.79  (f) 23.85  (g) 39.63  (h)  7.67 

 (i) 29.33  (j) 1.55  (k) 68.70  (l)  4.26 

 (m) 123.97 (n) 18.94  (o) 4.51  (p)  12.96 

  

 

4. Round each of the following numbers to 2 – decimal places. 

 (two numbers after the point) 

 

 (a) 36.344 (b) 8.123  (c) 3.786  (d)  22.155 

 (e) 4.719  (f) 7.861  (g) 14.659 (h)  17.382 

 (i) 6.237  (j) 6.555  (k) 1.786  (l)  9.270 

 (m) 13.697 (n) 8.994  (o) 17.595 (p)  2.906 

  
 

 



 

Rounding  (answers) 

 

 

1. a)   30 b)   860 c)   490 d)   80 

 e)   560 f)   1240 g)   570 h)   800 

 

2. a)   57 b)   9  c)   6  d)   15 

 e)   29 f)   342 g)   123 h)    9  

 

3. a)   26.3 b)   8.5 c)   34.7 d)   2.6   

 e)   14.8 f)   23.9 g)   39.6 h)   7.7  

 i)    29.3 j)   1.6  k)   68.7 l)    4.3 

 m)  124.0 n)   18.9 o)   4.5 p)   13.0 

 

4. a)   36.34 b)   8.12 c)   3.79 d)   22.16  

 e)   4.72 f)   7.86 g)   14.66 h)   17.38    

 i)   6.24 j)   6.56 k)   1.786 l)    9.27 

 m)  13.70 n)  8.99 o)   17.60 p)   2.91 
 


